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Study Abstract
Title 
Evaluation of the structural determinants of equitable cancer care for people who use drugs: a community-based participatory approach 
Principal Investigator
Dr. Jenny Lau 
Study Co-lead
Dr. Melanie Powis
Primary Institution 
Princess Margaret Cancer Centre, University Health Network 
Abstract  
[bookmark: _Int_eQBvvGyq]People who use unregulated and prescription drugs for non-medical purposes have an increased risk of developing cancer, as well as being diagnosed at an advanced stage. The prevalence of drug use among people with cancer is reported to be as high as 35%.  People who use drugs (PWUD) also have worse cancer-related outcomes compared to the general population due to challenges with starting and receiving cancer treatments. Little is currently known, however, about structural causes of disparities in their care and, despite the growing opioid crisis, there are no existing programs targeting improved cancer care for this population. This study will evaluate how current government legislation and healthcare organization policies and processes drive disparities in cancer care for PWUD, across the cancer continuum from diagnosis to survivorship or death. Using a community-based participatory photography approach called Photovoice, we aim to understand how structural barriers affect equitable cancer care and to visualize these experiences through participant photographs and narratives. These findings will inform recommendations and interventions that may improve equitable cancer care for PWUD. The next phase of our research program will be to test the interventions with the ultimate aim of partnering with provincial cancer agencies across Canada for scale up and spread.
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